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Volunteer fundraisers are split into two categories, which are described in the Institute of Fundraising's Codes of Fundraising
Practice: Volunteer Fundraising.

Volunteer fundraisers sometimes act with special authority to represent the organisation for which they are fundraising and
sometimes they act entirely on their own initiative and with no special authority to represent the organisation. In this Code of
Practice, those acting with authority to represent the organisation are described as acting on behalf of the organisation;
other volunteer fundraisers are described as acting in aid of the organisation.

It will not always be easy to distinguish between the two. However, the difference has important legal consequences. The
differences between the two relationships and the legal consequences are considered further in section 3.0 of this Code.

Just for clarification, a Volunteer Fundraiser is not remunerated, but can be reimbursed for genuine out-of-pocket expenses.

However, anyone receiving more than 5 per day or 500 per year total for direct fundraising work is considered to be a
professional fundraiser and is therefore subject to the same legal regulations as professional under the 1992 Charities Act
and the Charities Act 2006. (taken from the Institute's main site)

This know-how sheet is produced by how2fundraise.org, an on-line service provided by The Institute of Fundraising. It is
intended to provide general information only and should not be taken as a full statement of the law. Please bear in mind
that the Institute does not give professional legal or accounting advice, and while care has been taken with this information,
you should consider whether you need to seek advice before taking any actions or incurring costs.

The information applies to England and Wales only.
The Institute does not endorse or recommend any third party services or products. If any third party services/products are
listed on this website, it is for information purposes only. This how2guide/know-how sheet was last updated on date given at

the top of this page and is reviewed on an annual basis. If it is some time since you obtained this how2guide/know-how
sheet, please check if it is still correct.
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