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PRESS RELEASE

For general use in volunteer publications

Without the generous support of our NUMBER HERE volunteer fundraisers each year, the NAME OF CHARITY HERE would struggle to deliver much needed services. So we are delighted to be able to offer you a new online resource, How2fundraise.org.
Built by the Institute of Fundraising and funded by a partnership of the Vodafone UK Foundation and the Office of the Third Sector, How2fundraise.org offers a wealth of information to volunteer fundraisers, and the aims of the site are to:

· Offer ideas and answers to inspire your fundraising efforts;

· Create a place where you can share your expertise and learn from other volunteers;
· Make volunteer fundraising an even more positive experience by helping you to achieve even greater success;
· Provide detailed guides on running an array of fundraising activities, including law and best practice in a volunteer friendly format. 

Sarah Shillito, Head of The Vodafone UK Foundation and Social Investment, comments: “The professionals are not exclusively the experts when it comes to this area of fundraising. We hope we’ve created just the place for volunteers to share their secrets of success.”  

The site offers the volunteer fundraising community an opportunity to create its own vibrant web 2.0 resource through forums, event calendars and ‘my fundraising’ pages. 

How2fundraise.org has already received support from BBC Children in Need, Barclays, Marie Curie Cancer Care and Volunteering England, who are among an array of launch partners who have already decided to use the site to support their volunteer fundraisers.

Lindsay Boswell, Chief Executive at the Institute of Fundraising says: “Volunteer fundraisers raise billions for charity each year. If we can help them raise even a few percent more then that will be a massive additional contribution to good causes.” 

The Institute sees the site as a natural extension to its services, helping both volunteers and the professionals that support them to achieve the highest standards in fundraising practice and management. The Fundraising Standards Board has welcomed How2fundraise.org as an ideal way to guide volunteer fundraisers through the range of legislation that applies to many fundraising activities. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS

1. Institute of Fundraising
The Institute of Fundraising’s (www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk) mission is to support fundraisers, through leadership, representation, standards setting and education, to deliver excellent fundraising.  Members are supported through training, networking, the dissemination of best practice and representation on issues that affect the fundraising environment.  The Institute of Fundraising is the largest individual representative body in the voluntary sector with 4600 Individual members and 280 Organisational members
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